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Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s cent res receive the 

support  they need to help them  deliver their  educat ion and t raining 

program m es to learners.  
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GCSE team  on 0844 576 0027, or visit  our website at  www.edexcel.com .  
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Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

This is the first  year that  I GCSE Tam il 4TA0 has been sat , and it  was 

pleasing to note an increase in the num ber of UK based cent res m aking 

ent r ies for this exam inat ion.  For both established and new cent res to 

Edexcel, please note that  to ensure candidates are allowed to perform  to 

the best  of their  abilit ies. teachers should fam iliar ise them selves with the 

specificat ion and m ake use of past  papers from  the legacy qualificat ion O 

level Tam il (7644) .  There were som e instances were candidates who 

appeared to have a good grasp of Tam il, lost  m arks as they did not  follow 

the rubrics. 

 

However, the pieces of com posit ions writ ten in response to the quest ions 

paper were quite interest ing with the m ajor ity of the candidates providing 

im aginat ive and creat ive answers and scored good m arks. 

 

Qu est ion  1  

Most  candidates did very well and scored good m arks. However som e of the 

candidates did not  achieve good m arks as they could not  t ranslate the 

sentences. Candidates should be encouraged to pract ice t ranslat ing from  

English in Tam il to ensure they do not  lose m ark needlessly.  

 

Qu est ion  2  

The text  set  for this sect ion was accessible and the m ajorit y of the 

candidates understood the contents in the English language. Candidates 

gave a range of different  vocabulary and their  t ranslat ion. The m ore able 

candidates at  the upper end of abilit y range scored good m arks and used a 

wide range of vocabulary and their  t ranslat ions were of a good quality. Less 

able candidates lost  m arks as they m ade com m on m istakes relat ing to the 

sentence st ructure, gram m ar and spelling. 

 

Qu est ion  3  

Most  of the candidates did well on this quest ion, part icular ly those 

candidates with a st rong grasp of English.  Their const ruct ion of sentences 

was appropriate and the contents of the text  understood well by these 

candidates.  Less able candidates lost  m arks as they did not  com plete their  

sentences. 

 

Qu est ion  4  

This sect ion of the paper was at tem pted well by all candidates. As the 

candidate were given opt ions to choose what  they write about , opt ion (C)  

appeared to be the m ost  favourite as a m ajority of candidates chose this. 

The quest ion was designed to prom ote creat ive thinking and directed 

candidates to write about  what  they enjoyed in a film . 

 

The second favourite choice of candidates was opt ion (D)  which required of 

them  to write about  a writer. These candidates achieved high m arks in their  

respect ive pieces of com posit ion. The content  of their  work dem onst rated 

that  the m ajority of candidates know about  film s and were able to describe 

what  they have seen using analyt ical and creat ive thinking. There were very 

good evidence of or iginalit y, as personal thinking of candidates was evident  

in their wr it ings and in som e cases detailed and elaborate descr ipt ions of 

the plot  and the actors dem onst rat ing good subject  knowledge. The 



 

candidates who m anaged to score good m arks on this quest ion had a sound 

knowledge of gram m ar and appropriate vocabulary. The m ajority of the 

essays were of a high standard. 

 

A few of the candidates found it  difficult  to address the points clearly and 

added irrelevant  detail.  Most  candidates who at tem pted this quest ion were 

able to understand the topic and have writ ten according to their abilit y and 

they were awarded m arks accordingly.  

 

A few candidates did not  at tem pt  this sect ion and did not  write any piece of 

com posit ion. This group of candidates had lim ited knowledge of Tam il and 

did not  know how to const ruct  sentences or spelling sim ple Tam il words. 

Their com m on m istakes were spellings, sentence st ructure and a lack of 

understanding of the use of singular and plural nouns and verb agreem ent . 

 

 

Overall,  candidates have responded well to this paper. Teachers are advised 

to pay at tent ion to the specificat ion contents and gram m at ical st ructures 

defined in the specificat ion.  Those candidates who are preparing for the 

exam  by them selves should ensure they are fam iliar with the requirem ent  

of the specificat ion. 

 

For all cent res and candidates for further inform at ion about  Tam il, please 

refer to the Edexcel Tam il page:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / quals/ igcse/ igcse09/ lang/ tam il/ Pages/ default .aspx 

for access to past  papers please refer to the legacy specificat ion, please go 

here:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / quals/ olevel/ languages/ 7644/ Pages/ default .aspx 

 

 



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 
 
 
The m odern foreign languages specificat ions share a com m on design, but  

the assessm ents in different  languages are not  ident ical. Grade boundaries 

at  unit  level reflect  these differences in assessm ents, ensuring that  

candidate outcom es across these specificat ions are com parable at  

specificat ion level.  

 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link:  ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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